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Negative symptoms
Described since 19th 
century
Regarded as primary 
feature of 
schizophrenia

Schneiderian symptoms

Published in 1959
Positive symptoms 

as “first rank 
symptoms”

Consequences
Focus upon positive 

symptoms in 
diagnosis

Focus upon positive 
symptoms in clinical 

trials.
Paucity of clinical 

trials into negative 
symptoms

Few effective 
intervetions for 
negative symptoms
Heterogeneous 
construct subdivided in 
subdimensions
urgent need for 
interventions targeting 
negative symptoms

Current evidence

Have treatment options been dimissed while actually effective in subdomains of negative 
symptoms? We need to revisit  current evidence from clinical trials targeting negative 

symptoms. Are you in?!


